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SO MANY BOOKS! 
 

We haven’t seen a publishing season like this one in many years.  It seems that every single major novelist has a 
new book.  The historians and political analysts as well as the biographers and memoirists have all been working 
overtime.  And the new cook books!  Heaven.  Authors of books for young readers are also flooding our shelves 
with wonders.  What a lovely time to work in or shop in a bookstore!  The smell of ink on paper.  The heft and 
sweetness of a real book in the hand.  The promise of a satisfying read.  The tingling anticipation of discovering a 
new thought.  Every new carton (and there are dozens a day now) makes us giddy with the excitement of sharing 
such bounty!  We look forward to your visits. 
 
Last November we suggested some good reasons to buy books here at Broadway Books. Two events taking place 
this November lead us to think It’s a good idea to revisit those reasons. First, Saturday November 7

th
 has been 

designated the first annual National Bookstore Day, a day devoted to celebrating bookselling and the vibrant 
culture of bookstores. Second, Saturday November 21

st
 has been designated “America Unchained” Day, a day to 

recognize the vital economic impact local independent businesses have on their communities. We think both of 
these celebrations are lovely ideas, and we encourage you to go crazy on both of those days. But we also tend to 
think that every day is a fine day to celebrate – and support – local independent bookstores and local businesses in 
general. So, off the top of our heads, here are the top ten reasons to shop at Broadway Books: 
 

1. For every $100 you spend at our store, at least $68 stays in the community. At a national chain, only $43 
stays here. When you buy books from a giant etailer, the dollar amount that stays here is next to nothing. 

2. Buying locally creates more local jobs – both in our store and in the local businesses that we contract with 
for supplies and services – and helps maintain vibrant neighborhood communities and personalities. 

3. We sell gift certificates that never expire. 
4. Every book in the store is hand-selected with our customers in mind, including used and sale books 
5. After you purchase twelve new books, you’ll get a free one! 
6. We gift wrap for free all year long. 
7. Books purchased at our store are easy to exchange, and there’s no freight charge involved. 
8. In addition to great books, we offer an array of non-book items, such as cards, calendars, puzzles and 

games (such as Bananagrams), magnets (including the new oh-so-very-cool Broadway Books magnets), 
reading glasses, microfiber cleaners for your glasses (and computer, camera, and other lenses), literary 
“Novel Teas,” yummy organic chocolate, journals, Hanukkah gelt and candles and dreidels, holiday and 
everyday gift wrap by the sheet or roll, and even original artwork! 

9. Everyone on our staff is an avid reader and takes pleasure in helping you find just the right book for you to 
give yourself or someone else. 

10. We support neighborhood schools, the North by Northeast Community Health Center, and local literacy 
projects with our time, money, and advocacy. With your help, we can make a difference in the lives of 
hundreds of students in North and Northeast Portland by donating books to school libraries, teachers, 
individual children and classrooms. 

 
While we’re on the topic of shopping locally, keep in mind that the first weekend in December (Dec 4-6) is the 
annual Lights on Broadway celebration. Several of the stores on Northeast Broadway will be offering special sales, 
along with caroling and other fun activities. Shop, ship, sip, and save – all in a few short blocks. What a great way 
to get your holiday shopping out of the way early and have fun at the same time. 



 
NOVEMBER EVENTS 

 
 
Tuesday, November 3 at 7 pm – Two very fine teachers and poets, Bill Siverly and Barbara Drake, will be with us 
tonight to read from new books. Bill Siverly, originally from Idaho, has lived in Portland since 1972. He is co-editor 
of Windfall: A Journal of Poetry of Place, which features poetry of the Pacific Northwest and appears twice yearly 
on the equinoxes. Bill’s new book, Clearwater Way, is a journey from the Washington Coast up the Columbia, 
Snake, and Clearwater Rivers and into the woods of north Idaho. The journey is also back in time, to his childhood, 
and is inspired by the Wasco myth cycle about Coyote, who traveled the same terrain, creating land forms, 
resources, and cultural practices.  Barbara Drake grew up at the Oregon coast.  She is the author of a number of 
poetry chapbooks, a memoir, and a college textbook about writing poetry. Barbara’s new book is 
Driving 100.  The major theme of this work is that the past in all of its mystery and wonder is 
driving relentlessly into the dark.   Barbara’s strong voice and sympathetic observation create a 
haven in her poetry for things which are passing away, and in these poems they go on living in 
the light of her unique poetic reality, exquisite in line, image, memory and emotion.  
 
Tuesday, November 10 at 7 pm – Another of Portland’s finest poets, Carlos Reyes, will join us to present his new 
book published by Lost Horse Press.  The Book of Shadows: New and Selected Poems contains in one gorgeous 
volume selections from the author’s previous books, as well as new work.  “Mr. Reyes is one of our local and 
national treasures.  His poetry is as clear and strong as his social conscience.  One is always struck by his sensual 
and sensory qualities: the touch, taste, feel, color of things, and his ability to capture a mood, a world, in a handful 
of lines.” – Carolyn Kizer 
 
Thursday, November 12 at 7 pm – Come to our November Book Talk!  A few months ago we hosted a gathering 
for readers who were looking for good book group choices or just good reads.  It was so successful that we’ve 
scheduled another Book Talk, this time to go over what we think are the very best new books of the season – with 
a peek at what’s to come.  We’ll be sharing our picks of the publisher’s Fall lists, with an eye to gift-giving as well as 
choosing books for your personal library or your reading group.  This event is open to the first 50 people who 
register by paying the fee of $5, which will be refunded toward any purchase that night. We’ll have 
refreshments, prizes, and a bunch of fun.  Register now to assure a spot!  Our last event was packed.  

 
Tuesday, November 17 at 7 pm – Yikes!  Chelsea Cain is back with her third novel about Portland 
detective Archie Sheridan and the fetching serial killer who torments him, the sadistic and beautiful 
Gretchen Lowell.   We all learned to love Archie and be attracted to/repelled by Gretchen in Chelsea’s 
first two books, Sweetheart and Heartsick.  This third book, Evil at Heart, entwines the two once again 
and deals with the question of the media’s infatuation with serial killers.  All of it shot through with the 
author’s trademark style and humor, it’s a bloody little indulgence we can’t seem to live without. 
Please join us as Chelsea works her magic on the crowd! 

 
Tuesday, November 24 at 7 pm - Just in time for the holiday season, here’s a memoir that will grab 
your heart. The title is The Opposite Field, and the author is Jesse Katz, a resident of Monterey 
Park, California, and a single father.  Faced with the collapse of his son’s Little League program 
(consisting mostly of Latino kids in the largely Asian suburb of Los Angles), he finds himself thrust 
into the role of baseball commissioner for La Loma Park.  This memoir follows Jesse and Max 
through nine seasons of baseball in an immigrant community.  It is a father-son story, but also a 
memoir of place, an L.A. story you have not heard before.  Through it all, Jesse’s emotional 
mainstay is Max, his son, who quietly bests his father’s brightest hopes.  Over nine springs and 
summers with Max at La Loma, Jesse learns nothing less than what it takes to be a father, a son, a husband, a 
coach, and, ultimately, a man.  This totally true story also features Jesse’s mother Vera Katz, during the time when 
she served as Portland’s mayor and was also fighting cancer. Jesse’s father Mel Katz is a well-known Portland artist 
and resident of Irvington.  He and his wife Diane Anderson are good friends and customers of Broadway Books. 
 
 



 

2009 Booker Prize Winner 
 
Wolf Hall, by Hilary Mantel, has been awarded the 2009 Booker Prize. Wolf Hall, a giant (500+ pages) historical 
novel set in Tudor England, tells the story of Thomas Cromwell, a scheming brawler and consummate politician 
who pulls himself up from the lower rungs of Tudor England to become the country’s most powerful figure after 
Henry VIII. Mantel brings Cromwell alive with layers of detail accrued from multiple viewpoints and contextual 
details from the world in which he lived. The book has just been published in the US by Henry Holt ($27). 

 
The bestsellers The Tipping Point, Blink, and Outliers have made Malcolm Gladwell a must-read author and have 
generated myriad conversations and discussions. Now we have more to talk about. What the Dog Saw and Other 
Adventures (Little, Brown; $27.99) brings together for the first time the best of Gladwell’s writings from The New 
Yorker, where he has been a staff writer since 1996. In keeping with his other books, Gladwell uses quirky, even 
mundane subjects (such as mustard, hair dye, birth control, pit bulls, and plagiarism) to explore larger ideas. 
Gladwell’s buoyant spirit and unflagging curiosity make him our most brilliant investigator of the extraordinary of 
the every day. 
 
Another bestseller that offered new perspectives on the every day and posed unexpected and sometimes tough 
questions was Freakonomics. Now authors Steven D. Levitt and Stephen J. Dubner bring us their follow-up book, 
Superfreakonomics: Global Cooling, Patriotic Prostitutes, and Why Suicide Bombers Should Buy Life Insurance 
(Morrow; $29.99). SuperFreakonomics once again challenges the way we think and explores the hidden side of a 
variety of topics: Are people hardwired for altruism or selfishness? What do hurricanes, heart attacks, and highway 
deaths have in common? Who adds more value: a pimp or a realtor? The authors pose loaded questions, and often 
come up with some surprising answers. 
 
Sharing is a simple step that everyone can take to build stronger communities, address concerns about ecological 
issues and the proliferation of “stuff,” and survive in a troubled economy. Here’s a book that offers you practical 
tips and strategies to help you get started: The Sharing Solution: How to Save Money, Simplify Your Life & Build 
Community (Nolo; $24.99), by Janelle Orsi and Emily Doskow. From cars and tools to meals and childcare, home 
projects or business resources, sharing can offer a cost-effective and soul-sustaining solution. This is a very timely 
book indeed. Our copies are signed by one of the authors, Emily Doskow, who recently spoke at our store!  
 
Lorrie Moore is one of this country’s most gifted writers, and we’ve waited a long time for something new from 
her. Birds of America, her spectacular collection of short stories, was published ten years ago, and her most recent 
novel, Who Will Run the Frog Hospital is even older. So it was with great anticipation and delight that we 
welcomed her new novel, A Gate at the Stairs (Knopf; $25.95). In it she tells the story of twenty-year-old college 
freshman Tassie Keltjin, the Midwestern daughter of a gentleman farmer. Between semesters, she takes a job as a 
part-time nanny, working for a family who seems both mysterious and glamorous to her. This long-awaited novel is 
lyrical, funny, moving, and devastating -- in other words, not to be missed. 
 
On October 12, 1979, Douglas Adams published ¢ƘŜ IƛǘŎƘƘƛƪŜǊΩǎ DǳƛŘŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ DŀƭŀȄȅ, based on a science fiction 
comedy series he had developed for BBC radio. That initial book and the five follow-up books were wildly 
successful, selling millions of copies and creating a huge cult following. Adams died unexpectedly of a heart attack 
in 2001 at age 49.  Now, on the thirtieth anniversary of the publication of that first book, comes the sixth book in 
the series. Before he died, Adams had talked about writing a sixth book and now Eoin Colfer, with the approval of 
Adams’ widow, has written And Another Thing (Hyperion; $25.99), part six in the IƛǘŎƘƘƛƪŜǊΩǎ DǳƛŘŜ to the Galaxy.  
Colfer, who read and loved the series as a teenager, is the author of the internationally bestselling Artemis Fowl 
series for younger readers. This is his first book for adults. 
 

Our website is worth a visit: www.broadwaybooks.net.  It links to our blog, which is also very cool.  You can sign 
up to get daily emails of our blog posts as well.  And, we tweet!  Follow “Bookbroads” on Twitter.  Also, you can 
become a Broadway Books fan on Facebook.  And of course, you can always call us at (503) 284-1726 or email us 

at bookbroads@qwestoffice.net. 



 
THESE ANNUAL ANTHOLOGIES MAKE INEXPENSIVE AND WELCOME GIFTS 

 
October is the month when we receive the new editions of themed anthologies that are so popular. We love these 
books!  Each is put together by an editor who is an expert in his/her field, each contains the very best writing 
published on the subject during the past year, and each is priced at under $18.  Most are $14. They are all in stock 
now. The titles are fun to give and fun to receive.  Take your pick or take them all! 
 
The Best American Short Stories edited by Alice Sebold 
The Best American Essays edited by Mary Oliver                                                       
The Best Buddhist Writing edited by Melvin McLeod 
The Best American Travel Writing edited by Simon Winchester 
The Best American Nonrequired Reading edited by Dave Eggers 
The Best American Science and Nature Writing edited by Elizabeth Kolbert 
The Best American Mystery Stories edited by Jeffery Deaver 
The Best American Sports Writing edited by Leigh Montville 
Best Music Writing edited by Greil Marcus 
Best New American Voices: Fresh Fiction from the Top Writing Programs edited 
by Dani Shapiro 
The Best American Poetry edited by David Wagoner 
The Best American Crime Reporting edited by Jeffrey Toobin 
Best American Political Writing edited by Royce Flippin 
Best American Science Writing edited by Natalie Angier 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 



 

  

 

 
 

 


