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This morning we spied a few little crocus sprouts in the yard.  How cool is that?  And here are a few 
more good things we can expect in February: 
 

FEBRUARY EVENTS 
 
Tuesday February 2 at 7 pm – This evening we will welcome students from Grant High School, who have been 
working with writers Karen Karbo and Ryan Blackletter in Literary Arts’ Writers in the Schools Program.   This 
amazing program, which pairs professional and student writers for several weeks at a time, is one of our favorite 
pieces of Portland’s literary quilt.  We hope you can join us to hear some of the best young talent around.   
 
Tuesday February 16 at 7 pm – Two of Oregon’s most respected poets, Penelope Scambly Schott and Henry 
Hughes, will be with us tonight to read from new books.  Henry Hughes will present his new collection, Moist 
Meridian (Mammoth Books).  It’s a daring mix of savagery and civilization, eros and wit that show us the growing 
range and depth of this accomplished writer. Henry teaches at Western Oregon University.  His first collection, 
Men Holding Eggs, received the 2004 Oregon Book Award. Penelope Scambly Schott, also a winner of the Oregon 
Book Award for Poetry, will be reading from her new book Six Lips (Mayapple). In this collection, the speaker 
instructs her lover, thinks about what animal she might become in her next life, discusses having one tail, two 
vaginas, three ears, and so forth, all the time chronicling her mother’s decline.  “Nimble and tender, sensuous and 
biting, deliciously daring, and always grounded in felt experience….Six Lips is one of the strongest, most inventive 
books I’ve read in years.” –Ingrid Wendt 
 
Tuesday February 23 at 7 pm – Is there anyone who has read !ǊƛŜƭ DƻǊŜΩǎ work and not been 
challenged, informed, and delighted by the way she attacks a subject?  We are huge fans of 
hers and are so happy to be welcoming her back to the store tonight to read from her latest 
book, Bluebird: Women and the New Psychology of Happiness (Farrar, Straus and Giroux).  
Discovering that many “experts” believe that women with feminist values are somehow less 
“happy” than those in more traditional roles, Ms. Gore asks the following question: Can a 
woman be smart, empowered, and happy?  Written by a woman of intense wit and boundless 
curiosity, this book looks at the history, science, and experience of women’s happiness.  It is a smart, no-nonsense, 
and uplifting study of the real secret of joy and whether it is truly at odds with the goals of modern women.   
 
Friday February 26 at 7 pm – Meg Mullins is joining us tonight to read from her second novel, Dear Strangers 
(Viking).  This book is the story of siblings Oliver and Mary, whose world is forever changed by a series of childhood 
tragedies: the deaths of a neighbor and their father, and the resulting abandonment by their mother of a child who 
was to have been adopted into the family.  As adults, Oliver searches for his almost-brother and Mary copes with 
loss through denial.  This is a luminous, moving portrait of grief, atonement, romance and longing.  It unearths the 
possibilities of hope and renewal in the unexpected bonds forged with family and strangers alike.  
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We have a juicy selection of cards, an eclectic assortment of “love-ly” books, and call us crazy, 
but we think a Broadway Books Gift Certificate screams “You’re fabulous!”  Don’t get us wrong: 
we love the chocolates, we slurp the champagne, we smell the flowers – but we keep the 
books.  We crave the books.  We read the books.  We want more of the books…on Valentine’s 

Day and throughout the year.  Don’t you? 
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It’s hard to get motivated to get off the sofa in late winter.  But, you know, spring is just around the 
corner, and isn’t it time we all got ourselves up and moving?  Here’s an offer we hope you cannot 
refuse:  Root, a new community wellness center at 2526 NE 15

th
, is offering you a gift.   All you have to 

do is purchase a book from our Health and Fitness shelves, and we’ll give you TWO COUPONS, each 
good for a free yoga class or therapist consultation at Root.  The book must be purchased in February, 

and the coupons may be used any time through April 15.  This offer is good only for first-time customers of Root. 
Such a deal!  
 

NEW BOOKS! 
 
Hot off the press is a debut novel from former Portland resident Heidi W. Durrow. The Girl Who Fell from the Sky, 
the winner of the Bellwether Prize for Fiction, is a heart-wrenching portrait of a young biracial girl dealing with 
society’s ideas of race and class. Durrow grew up in part overseas in Turkey, Germany and Denmark before her 
family settled in Portland, where she attended Jefferson High. 
 
!ōǊŀƘŀƳ ±ŜǊƎƘŜǎŜΩǎ debut novel, Cutting for Stone, is here in paperback!  It’s the story of twin brothers, born in 
Ethiopia and orphaned at birth by their Indian mother’s death and their British father’s disappearance.  Bound by a 
preternatural connection and a shared fascination with medicine, the two boys come of age as Ethiopia hovers on 
the brink of revolution. This is the novel Roberta makes everyone read and is a perfect choice for your book group. 
 
Here are a few more popular titles, finally available in paperback: Lords of Finance: The Bakers Who Broke the 
World by Liaquat Ahamed, God is not Great: How Religion Poisons Everything by Christopher 
Hitchens, [ƛǾŜ ¢ƘǊƻǳƎƘ ¢ƘƛǎΥ ! aƻǘƘŜǊΩǎ aŜƳƻƛǊ ƻŦ wǳƴŀǿŀȅ 5ŀǳƎƘǘŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ wŜŎƭŀƛƳŜŘ [ƻǾŜ 
by Debra Gwartney, The Sweetness at the Bottom of the Pie: A Flavia de Luce Mystery by Alan 
Bradley, The Third Chapter: Passion, Risk, and Adventure in the 25 Years After 50 by Sara 
Lawrence-Lightfoot. 
 
 

Bring this newsletter in for 20% off any book in the store.  One per customer, please.  
Expires March 31, 2010. Thanks for shopping at Broadway Books! 
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